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Kill Bill 9 - with apologies 


Bribes more 
often offered 

Your Sept. 16 editorial, ‘‘Don’t 
pay: call the cops," appears to 
miss the point that bribes are 
more likely to be offered than so¬ 
licited. In the backwaters of mu¬ 
nicipal politics, zoning changes or 
amendments are always ripe for 
conflicts of interest. For example, 
in the current hot market for 
apartment buildings, buying up 
vacant commercial or industrial 
properties in the right locations is 
a great way to make a quick buck. 

Bribery is subtle in these cases 
and can start by a seductive 
process that can range from ex¬ 
pensive lunches to rounds of golf 
to "discuss" the promoter’s pro¬ 
ject. Municipal staff can also be 
involved as they make recom 
mendations to council. The more 
lucrative the land deal the 
greater the pressure. And it’s 
pretty easy to evaluate those 
open to bribery after a couple of 
liquid lunches or rounds of golf. 

Transparency is essential if 
we want to make sure that cor¬ 
ruption can’t take root. 

Michael Labelle 

IHerrefonds 

So what does 
Rover eat? 

Since Karen Hobson (Letters, 
Sept. 17, “Dog persuaded them to 
give up meat’’) has decided to 
stop eating meat out of respect 
for her dog, the next logical step 
is to show the same respect for 
the animals that make up her 
pet’s dog food and put her dog on 
a strict vegetarian diet. I’m sure 
the dog will be very grateful to 
have been saved from its own 
evil tendencies. 

Chris Castravelli 

St. Lazare 


To say that correcting Bill 9 
will penalize those boroughs that 
voted against its terms in the first 
place (Opinion, Sept. 16. "De- 
mergerites knew what they were 
getting") further legitimizes the 
confusion of values borne by the 
forced-merger movement. 

A lot of people voted for de 
merger not because they sup¬ 
ported Bill 9, but because they 
felt it was their last opportunity 
to strike at the profoundly anti¬ 
democratic mergers. Those op 
posed to "one island, one city" 
had already protested in the 
streets and petitioned the gov 
ernment. They organized and 
mobilized on a tremendous scale, 
all without success in changing 
the hell-bent course of the Parti 


Your editorialist was dead 
right when he wrote that intro¬ 
ducing a parking tax would 
“show a disappointing dearth of 
creative thinking on the part of 
the Tremblay administration" 
(Editorial. Sept. 6. “Parking tax 
bad idea"). 

Any such tax to fund public 
transit in Montreal would be a 
bad move. It would adversely af 
feet not only drivers and mer 
chants but also Montreal’s econ 
omyasawhole. 


Quebecois. The PQ was pitched 
out with the thought that the Lib¬ 
erals could repair the damage 
done to our democratic rights. 
There was another blow. It turns 
out Jean Charest was just joking. 
He fooled around even more pro- 
ioundlv with democracy than 
thePQ. 

There is no way to repair the 
damage of the forced merger 
legislation without repealing it 
immediately, totally and apolo¬ 
getically Apparently that is not 
going to happen. So what we get 
is the democratic urge erupting 
however it can, whenever, bat¬ 
tered and twisted by the abuses 
wrought against it. 

Stephen Shore 

Ste. Dorothee 


It’s up to the Quebec govern¬ 
ment to review its tax agree¬ 
ments with the cities. The gov¬ 
ernment has been neglecting 
public transit for several years 
now. 

And why doesn’t the Societe de 
transport de Montreal clean up 
its spending? Then it could prob¬ 
ably find the $20-25 million it is 
again seeking from already over¬ 
taxed taxpayers. 

Audrey Azoulay 

Montreal 
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New deal for cities essential 
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